STRAIGHT DOWNI
SPIKE HER DOWNI
FURE VERTICAL!
Go for some energy!

Meed some knots—COME ON
BABY, GIVE US SOME KNOTS!
Now—PULL! ! |
Right to the tickle and keep it there!
GREAT PULL!

GREAT PULL!

This 15 the language of air combalt. as
spoken to me by Mark “Mo"™ Lester.
USAF F-16 pilot and instructor at Fighter
Pilots USA. We were at 6,000 feel over
central Florida, not [ar from that other
oreal Florida attraction—you know, the
one with the mouse—and we were 1o a
duel to the death with Carl] “Guppy’
Schmieder and his right seater, LL Col,
Tim “Toast™ DesMarais, The Siai Mar-
chetti SF-260s we were flving make greal
air combat simulators. and the energy was
being burned at a furious pace in 6 G cor-
ners. One of us—possibly both of us—
was going o gel shot down

Fighter Pilots USA is one of the bur-
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geoning number of “Alr Combat” fantasy
camps springmg up across the country, So
far, these outfits have used the Marchett
or the T-34 as thair hters." 1 have over
2.000 hours in the T-34, including a [air
number of dogfights, so [ was real anxious
to see how the Marchetti stacked up, As
you wan see by the pictures, the SF-26( is a
sports car. The lines fairly scream “Italian
Racer.” so 1t should be no surprise that
this heauty was designed by Stelio Frati,
who also designed the Faleo which, by the
wav, bears a striking family resemblance
0 the Marchettr, (The Falco first flew on
15 Julv 1933, It has been marketed mos
recently as a homebult kit,) Sitting in the
Marchetti is somewhat like sitting in a
sports ¢ That s, o the [loor
Tere is eood news and bad news here
he bad news is that it s real tough Lo see
over the nose on the ground, The good
news is that your legs are straight out an
front of vou and vou are leaning back in
the szat, All the better to pull more Gs
without greying out, my dear. And the
controls—wow! Are they ever light!
When I climbed in and checked the con-

trol travel, 1 asked Mo if the stick was ac-
tually attached to anvthing. Thev are
nearly as light in the air with 170 knots of
air sereaming over them, too. The air-
plane is a sensuous delight to fly, and if
you could sit in the middle of it, instead of
side-by-side, it would be perfect. But
pretty is as pretty does—so, how does the
SF-264 do in air combat’!

In the hands of the fighter pilots who
run Fighter Pilots USA, the SF-260 s the
next thing to an F-16, Oh, it docsn't ap-
proach the Mach, and it can't sustain those
gut crushing Gs like the F-16, but it s as
light on the contrals and it does all of the
maneuvers any wanna-be hghter pilot can
stand, The SF-260 [irs on 13 July
1964, 1t was type certificated by the FAA
oo 1 April 1966, In the trainer version. if
was purchased by 12 Aar Forees for bastc
werobatic, formation and instrument flight
training. The [ighter version (SF-260W
Warnior) was first flown in May 1972
capable of carrying up to 661 pounds of
external stores on two or four underwing
pylons. Seven Aur Forees bought the ini-
tial fighter version. When the USAF con-
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