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SIAI-Marchetti
SF.260 Meteor

Not your erdinary dull,
limp cruiser, the aircraft
has sprightly handling
and sturdy enough
construction to make it
an acrobatic

airshotw sensation.

Quintessential utili-toy, this rare Italian import combines the agility and strength
of a military aerobatic trainer with the practicality of a swift and relatively eco-
nomical (if not capacious) all-weather transport. Good luck finding one, though.

The SF.260 is, indeed, a very rare bird. Only about 1,000 have been built, and just
a small fraction of them (93, to be exact) are in mufti. Most of the others are
scattered around the world, impressed by 26 air forces into teaching military
pilots the fundamentals of aerial warfare and serving with three airlines in train-
ing new-hires

There are only 47 SF.260s flying in this country, and it’s not surprising that a good
proportion of them are kept busy touring the air show circuit. The airplane can do
anything within bounds of minus three to plus six G's with aplomb. It bears the
reputation as the best-handling light airplane in the world.

The SF.260's good looks are a captivating mixture of beauty and beast, the signa-
ture of its designer, Stelio Frati. Maintenance requirements are not considerable
(though there are a few parts that could cause problems). And, since civvie
versions were turned out with a complement of either Collins or King avionics,
they can get to the show on time,

Progression

Stelio Frati, probably best known in this country for having designed what has
become the Falco homebuilt, began working on a 250-horsepower four-seater in
the early 1960s. Italian airplane-builder Aviamilano built and flew Frati's F.250 in
1964.



























