TEI]:I into the IVRS Weather Computer for Quick Briefings!

FLYING THE FOUR-PLACE CLIPPER, BARGAIN OF THE '40S
How to Make Your Aircraft Windshield Stay Clearer, Last Longer
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Flying the Marchetti SF-260:
Foxy Italian Trainer




Marchetti SF-260:
Every Inch a Tiger!

[talian manufacturer SIAI Marchetti produces
the ultimate cure for boredom—the racy SF-260.

By Jefl Ethell

ow, . _lower. . .throttle up 1o military

power. The ground ashes by just a

few foct below, but survival often de-
pends upon staying below anti-aircraft fire
in today"s air combat arena. | make a hard
jink to the right to fly around a tree—
irstantapecus responie and o solid, effort-
fess nose-Jeved turn without losing altitude

results, something one would expect from
a high-performance, fighter-type aircraft.

Seconds away from the target, 1 pull
back on the stick for a rapid pop-up and
make a half roll. Looking back through the
wide bubble canopy, | can sec the hydro-
electric powerplant casily—a steady pull
back on the stick runs the nose through the

vertical, straight down, and onto a perfiect
rocket run at a 25*angle A fow Last-second
gentle control inputs and the tower is cen-
tered in my sight, Steady, sieady. . .slowly
squeeze the trigger and . . .pockata, pock-
ata, pockata, as Walter Mitty used to imag-
ine. Mitty should have it so good.
Mo bullets, no anti-aircrafl fire, no ene




my. The “hydroclectric plant” is a farm
windmill in the middle of the nearly desert.
ed porth Teos plains near Denton, But the
gircraft, a SIAI Marchetti SF-260C, was
maote than real and every inch a tiger. [ used
to think no light aircraft built today could
impress me after Mying so much of the pab-
hum that comes from general aviation man-
ufacturers, The SF=260C is the single
glowing ewception, an exhilerating cure for
the boredom that inhabits so much of pri-
vate flying.

Though the prototype aircralt flew for
L first time in Italy on July 15, 1964, as
the F-250, it has remained a well-kept secret
among the few pilot lucky enough to fly
one in the United Siates. Licensed distri-
butory have had no heck in marketing the
260 here, partly because of crumbling
American corporate structures and partly
because of the ltalian practice of sacrific-

Prowen o [red

An Italian Air Force SF-260 at Verpiate
st jts pllot for 4 ferry Might. The
bright orange is a variation of why the
LS. used to paint its tralnlag aireralt
wielbow, Frank Strickber Mics an SF.260 out of Yerghate over the lDI'tkl'll_ltlIlll couniryside
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