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Alright, hotshot! Put your $395 on the
barrelhead, strap on that Marchetti SF.260.
and meet me at the Angels 9 Corral."We're

gonna find out who's the real. . ._
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By Kon Grable
Photography by Rich Cox

v pilots were trained in aerial combat during World War
After the war, they came home skilled in the inconceivable
demands “dog tighting” places on pilot and airplane, and as they
filtered into civilian aviation, flying to the demands of other

disciplines, these extraordinary fighting skills rusted and faded awav.
loday's crop of cvilian aviators must forever wonder about the rigors of
aerial batlde. Could they stare the “prince of darkness” in the eye? Could
they follow a bogey down to the deck. . vertical . . engine screaming past
redline. . . heart pumping savagely. . .to get the kill? Or are they cursed to

go through life, never knowing if they have the "right stuff"?

I'm one of these civilian aviators we have been talking about, and vet this
very day in 1999, | engaged a bogey over the brown Southern California hills,
sweating and twisting in the cockpit, trying desperately to keep it in sight
as | fought for some shght advantage. Then the plane was at my two o'cdlock,
turning into me to prevent a shot. | pulled up 30 degrees and rolled toward it.
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